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PROSPECTIVE COLLEGE ATHLETES

Two major associations govern college athletes – NAIA (National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics) and NCAA (National Collegiate Athletic Association).  If you are interested in participating in athletics at a 4 year university, you will be required to meet requirements for eligibility as outlined by either the NAIA or the NCAA.

NAIA

To be eligible to participate in an NAIA college athletic program, you must graduate from high school and meet two of the following requirements:

1. A minimum score of 18 on the ACT or 860 on the SAT.

2. An overall high school grade point average of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale.

3. Graduate in the upper half of your high school graduating class.

Students interested in playing at an NAIA school must also register with the NAIA Eligibility Center, at playnaia.org.

NCAA

If you wish to participate in NCAA Division I or Division II athletics as a college freshman, you must be certified by the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse.  The Clearinghouse analyzes high school students’ grades in core courses and college admission test scores.  The Clearinghouse will determine your eligibility to participate in Division I or Division II athletics and to receive a scholarship.

The NCAA determines which academic courses will meet their eligibility criteria.  Check with your high school counselor to determine whether nor not your course selections are acceptable for the NCAA Core Curriculum.

If you are academically eligible and are accepted as a full-time student at a Division I or II school, you may receive athletics-based financial aid.  Division III institutions do not award financial aid based on athletic abilities.   A Division III school may award need-based or academically related financial aid.

At this time, the following courses do not meet NCAA requirements for athletic eligibility, but do meet other college entrance requirements:


Introduction to Algebra I


Introduction to Geometry


Introduction to Algebra II


Fundamentals of English I


Fundamentals of English II


Practical Chemistry

*The student/athlete has the responsibility to confirm with his/her counselor as to whether or not course selections meet NCAA regulations.
NCAA Timeline

Grade 9

· Verify with your counselor and the online core-course listing to make sure you are on track.  Keep track of your core courses and grades on the attached worksheets.

Grade 10

· Verify with your counselor and the online core-course listing to make sure you are on track.  Keep track of your core courses and grades on the attached worksheets.

Grade 11

· Register with the eligibility center  - www.eligibilitycenter.org
· Make sure you are still on course to meet core-course requirements (verify you have the correct number of core courses and that the core courses are on your high school’s 48-H with the eligibility center).

· After your junior year, have your counselor send a copy of your transcript.  If you have attended other high schools, make sure a transcript is sent to the eligibility center from each high school.

· When taking the ACT or SAT, request test scores be sent to the eligibility center (the code is 9999).

· Begin your amateurism questionnaire.

Grade 12

· When taking the ACT or SAT, request test scores to be sent to the eligibility center (the code is 9999).

· Complete amateurism questionnaire and sign the final authorization signature online on or after April 1 if you are expecting to enroll in college in the fall semester.

· Have your counselor send a final transcript with proof of graduation to the eligibility center.

NCAA AND NAIA INSTITUTIONS IN MISSOURI

NCAA




DIVISION

Missouri State University




I

Saint Louis University




I

Southeast Missouri State University



I

University of Missouri, Columbia



I

University of Missouri, Kansas City



I

Drury University





II

Lincoln University





II

Lindenwood University




II

Maryville University of Saint Louis



II

Missouri University of Science & Technology


II

Missouri Southern State University



II

Missouri Western State University



II

Northwest Missouri State University



II

Rockhurst University




II

Southwest Baptist University



II

Truman State University




II

University of Central Missouri



II

University of Missouri, St. Louis



II

William Jewell





II

Fontbonne University




III

Washington University of Saint Louis



III

Webster University




III

Westminster College




III

NAIA

Avila University

Central Methodist University

Columbia College

Culver-Stockton College

Evangel University

Hannibal-LaGrange College

Harris-Stowe State University

Missouri Baptist University

Missouri Valley College

College of the Ozarks

Park University

Saint Louis College of Pharmacy

Stephens College

William Woods University

***See Guidance Office for a paper copy of this packet to see additional references, tips and worksheets.
